BY “JOCK"™ BELLAIRS.
There died in Parls, France, the
tother day, & man whose service to
mx;y outranks that of any other
cae man of moders time,

Yet this man died almost “up-
wept, unhonored and unsune.”

After death thls man’s brain was
‘weighed, and thix bratn was found
10 be of abnormal! welght. This
fact followed a brief, o very bLrier
pable announcement to the world
that Monsieur A.phonse Dertillon
was dead.

Years hence, ' historlans Tiliely
willl clazz this man's achlevements
inl behall of the world in the front
rank. Today, ihe petly sortie of a
few Mexican Irvizands command
more attention. Such s the homage
f We pay to men of affalrs,

Alphonse Bertillon, the world's
LEreatest exponent of anthiropome-
try, author of the Bertillon system
of measurements of eriminals, per-
thaps the mighllest =rm (he pollce
of the world have to hol¢ down the
thorde of crooks that unceasinzly
icrop up, here, there and wuvery-
here. wng piven a passing men-
flou in the daily news dispatches
iwhen his great brain ceiged to urga
ithe organs of life and hi= heart
beals stopped. Yot no Beneral of
ithis or the old world, no admiral,
mo soldler of wa., fortune or of
peace, no captaln of InGustry, dld
nore Lo strengthen Yociety than did
‘this- man.

L In police circles Alphonse Ber-
Hllon §s kmown In every niche of
the world. Humanity at large
dnows of the man oecause of the

FElem. But what (hls system s,
ow it was Invented, what good it
does, how it became a universal
mdjunct to every crime fightlng or-
Fanization the raundane sphere
b¥er, 1s as little known as |8 the
iKicnes of astronsmy.

Alphonse Bertillon was, & the
lime of his demize, and for a third
pl A century prior thereta, Chief
Judlcinl Identification Bervice
France, His was a mighty de-

L
#artment. Under his direct super-
¥ifion rested the proper classifica-

0 of more than 200,000 criminals
@nd upon hls shoulders rested thae
Fesponsibllity of belng abloe to 1den-

any or every one uf these at
moment's ¢all. .And an ldentlil-
f&llon in the old countries, partic-
Ulsrly ¥rance, means much more
than we consider it here. It must
an  |dentificut!oan without the
Blightest purticle of doubt. And in
days of allases, fast travel and

& heterogeneous population, day
er day, the *ask was herculean,
et Bertillon made it casy and his
Work has glven the entire world
A1 absolute control of the criminal
8tuation. Craft cannot measire
| M8alnst the sclence of anthropolosy
&0d. s proper measurements. And

& world owes Alphonse Berlillon
848 devolr for this.

ELEVEN MEASUREMENTS
TAKEN OF ORIMINALS,

The Bertillon system 18 generally
Understood to mean a mesurement
O ALL parts of the body. Not so.

iEfe are but eleven measursments
d there Is likelihond of errar in
tiese, But Bertlllon covered fthese
Posslbilitles with eo much that the
SUestion of error is now mnot even
"“l&uted. The Bertillon system
¥orks with the photograph. But
L Mo inveritor of this mode asks his
{disciples to anniyze each photo-
STAph given of a criminzl, learn Its
Very line, every mark, reproduce

In the memory so that it be-
COmes 3 verbal portralt. For, as
*llllon was wont to quote:

L

""The eve gees in thinge enly what
it looks at In them, and It looks
only ot that of which the ldea I=
alrecady present In the mind "™

It may be suggested that the Ber-
tillan system grew out of the use
of photographs, L. ¢, the old rogue’s
gallery, an institution new almost
obsolete. Bertillon entered thi
Frénch police system when ¥oung
He was a student, as are a great
number of the old country poalice-
mwen, and he strove, with others, to
better the conditions swhich hand-
fonpped the ngents of doclety in the
interminable war agelnst erlme.
Ideas were suggested by many, Eer-
tillon himself created ildens. Nona
vere feaglble. o was the first to
suzgest that the human ear, after
a certaln age, was lminutable, and
he wished for a tlme to have casts
or expct measurements taken of the
ouler and Inner ear of each crim-
inwl. This might have been a good
thing, But it carried with it no
mesans of classifying the criminal
Ten years after Sertillon entered
the service there were 100,000 pho-
tographs of criminals In the ar-
chives of the pollee In Parls And
there was no means of classitylng
these. Thus a criminal vould give
a different name and unless the
prison authoritles were alle 1o
identify hiim off-hand, it meant days
and days of laborious nnd often
useless research to find the corre-
spondlng photograph. Bertillon
sought n means of overcoming this.
He bent his great mind to the work
end In the courze cf time he

'

System of Identification Invented by
the Late Alphonse Bertillon,
Prevents Old Offender From

Concealing Identity, for He Can't

Change Measurements.

evolved the system which now
bears his name

It 1s based on the three polnts
which Bertillon himself  pointed
aut

“The almost abaolute immurn-
LIy of the human frame,. after the
twentieth year of the oz The
height only, or to be more exact,”
faald EBertllon, *the thigh hons
often continues ta grow tor Llwa or
three years longer, buat ko little
thuat 1t 15 vnsy to makes allownnco
for 1t, Experience showa that this
small Increase = more than com-
pensated for by the curving of the

vertebral column, which, com-
menving about the twentielth year,
continues to acecentuate tself by
dezrees untll old age.

The extreme diversity of dimen-
slon whith the human skeleton pre-
sents when compared in different
subjecte, th sucl an extent that it
would be difficult, If not |mpo=el-

ble, to Hnd two Incividunls whose
1 2 sture Is, we will not say
=X ¥ Adentienl, bt even suofi-
clently nlike to muke sany confu-

slon between them posgiblo.

“The facllity and comparative
precision with which certaln di-
mensions of (he skelolon muy be
measured Iin the Wving subject by
means of callpers of very simplo
construction.™

Then Bertillon gave to the world
cleven parts of the human annt-
omy which his studles Indloated
never changed. These wers,

Measnuring the left foot

tem for measuring out defects,
Thus, all scars, warts, moles, any
defeet whatever, are measured and
described on the Bertillon card of
overy ecriminal. Bertillon gave no
heed to the common deseriptions.
A pug nose, an aquiline proboscls
did not appeal te him. He drew
nnges  with these descriptlons—
ridges concave, rectilinear, convex;
concave-slntous, rectilinear sinuous
and canvex sipuous, The Bertillon
car numbers twenty-four, and he
laid stress on the forechead whether
It was receding. intermediate or ver-
fical. He had nozes with the base
clevated, horizontal and depressad.
Priefly. he allowed nothing to pass
tnnoticed that might lead -to the
abigoluta (dentification of a erhiminal,
ITe gave his system, his classifica-

g dene- by having the 2ubjest stangd

agllowing all the welght of thoe bady
to reat on the left foul The leogth

Upper

rieht

graph.

ENTER—Portrait of Al-
phonse Bertillon.
per left—Measuring the ear.
right — Measuring
the depth of head.
center — Measuring
length of foot. Below, right
center — Measuring
height of man sitling. Low-
er left—Making a photo-
Lower right—Mea-
suring middle finger.

tion. to the pholograph evstem and
strengthened the arm of the law
&3 per cont.

The Bertillon system s not the
finger print system. Both are used
In the great police departments of
tha world, One alds the olher.

It tonk RBertillon years and years
to perfect his work and more time
to gzive it In book form to the
world. And it tok him more time
to convince the world of the worth
of the discovery.

DOUBTING WORLD

HARDEST TO CONVINCE.
“Yousmust have had an awful

time inventing your esystem,” =&

friend suggested to him one day.

“Not half as hard a time as T did to

get the world to belleve in It,"” he
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Bertlilon was a graclous characs
ter. Chielf of Detectives Eamuel E.
Allender asserts Bertlllon was one
of ths greatest men of the past
cenlury.

“He performed a duty for the
world which soclety should recog-
nize substantially,” sald Chief Al-
lender,

Once Bertillon was asked to
write an  artlele on “The Gentle-
man Burglar.” He wrote the article.
So far as the sublect was concerned
it was brief. ‘“There I3 no such
thinz." he wrote,

lertillon made one mistake In

anthrometrical
methodlcally classified adult
descriptions
department,
find an exuct
millimeter,

human Lolng speaks

“tllon

af

favorite adage

his life, He was called as an ex-
pert on handwriting by the prose-
cutors of Captain Dreyfus  during
that memorable French Army gcan-
day and, as nn expert., he recog-
nized certain spechinens of hond-
writing ns that of the accused man.
This hnd a great deal to do with
thie econvietion Later, wheéen de-
velopments, corilfessions and  sul-
cldes proved Lhese documenls to
have heen forgeries. the storm de-
scended nlniost to the door of Ber-
tillon His slncerlty and great
worth alone preserved him.

Bertillon was n man of medium
see, He was perhape & feet §
inches tall, had a light clear we,
durk. well trimmed bhalr and s
small Van Dyke beard,




